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Lesson 6 - Video Production

Learning Outcomes  

Students will:
    �Students will learn how to create a CIC project using Canva Pro.  
    �Students will produce a project that aligns with the CIC Judging Rubric that meets the 

Competition Criteria 

Essential Question

     �How can we use technology to turn our ideas into powerful stories that inform, inspire, and connect 
with others?

Notes to Teacher

     �Lesson Preparation: It’s recommended that you complete these steps before leading the lesson 
with your students: 

    �Determine which of the CIC winning videos you’ll show during the CIC judging criteria analysis 
activity

    �Preview the Canva video resources. Spend time familiarizing yourself with the Canva video 
editor so you are prepared to support students.

    �Print or digitally assign the lesson 6 handout- CIC Judging Criteria Analysis

     �Time Requirement: We recommended dedicating multiple class periods (4-5+) to this lesson 
to allow for extensive in-class, production work. Many students will also spend time working on 
projects at home or away from school.  

     �Supporting Students: We have noticed that students struggle with completing projects, even if 
given the proper amount of lead time for developing the project. The causes are numerous, from 
lack of confidence, to challenges they face as the deadline looms. Please encourage your students 
to enter, even if they think they aren’t going to ‘win.’  Their contributions are important.  

     �Canva Pro: As a reminder, we recommend the use of Canva Pro to produce a final product. To 
register as a verified educator so that you and your students can use Canva Pro for FREE, click here.  
Click here for a video tutorial on how to incorporate Canva Pro for educators in your classroom.

     �Next Steps: We have included opportunities for student films to be used to create change in your 
community along with other film contests that they can enter.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yxyC8tpKhWQIECN7KHAfFxd9zxQd_cu6/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105895441080168059938&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.canva.com/education/
https://youtu.be/9iuWcf67pgM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aXNRjlvdKlKsKlz_4u5-6gX1nkwJzBTH/view?usp=sharing
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     �CIC Judging Criteria Analysis
     �How to add Royalty Free Music to your Project
     �How to Use a Smartphone for Filming
     �How to Use Additional Film Accessories
     �Submission Instructions
     �Next Steps

Lesson 6 Handouts

Day 1: Video Analysis & Intro to Canva

     �Hook: CIC From a Judge’s Lens (5 minutes)
    �Guide students through a quick-write and/or discussion on the following prompt: If you were a 

judge for the CIC competition, what would you look for in a winning video?

     �CIC Judging Criteria Analysis Using Winning Videos (30 minutes)
    �Here are examples of past submissions that have done well in the competition in a variety of 

ways. Use the CIC Judging Criteria Analysis worksheet to review at least 2 videos that are 
relevant for your classroom and discuss how and why you think they may have scored well in 
the competition. Consider completing the first analysis as a whole class before asking students 
to analyze one or more additional videos in small groups. This worksheet uses a student-
friendly version of the CIC Judging Rubric.

     �Elementary School
    �“Composting” (3:48) by Stephen, Amari, Anthony, Axel, & Bryce, 5th grade students at 

Roland Rodgers Elementary School in Galloway, NJ
    �“Nanoplastics” (3:36) by Carolina, Rasa and Rainier, 5th grade students at Carlos 

Gilbert Elementary in Santa Fe, NM
    �“Reusable Rainstorms” (4:00) by By Aailiyah, Aaron, Annabella, Diego, Giuliana, Jack, 

Jorgina, Kristy, Peter and Sofia from Amy Biehl Community School in Santa Fe, NM

     �Middle School
    �“Fire Resistant Houses in Los Angeles” (3:38) by Lilli, 7th grade student at Sante Fe 

Preparatory School, Sante Fe, NM
    �“Hurricane Day Not So Exciting Anymore”
    �(4:00) by Bleakley, Medha, Anna, Megan, Grace, Stella, Trisha, Lila, Fern, Julie, Brianne 

and Caroline from Maclay School in Tallahassee, FL
    �“Building Gabions to Avoid Soil Erosion” (3:42) by Margaret, Leonard, Marvelous and 

Sharlet, middle school students from Mwakingali Primary School in Voi, Kenya. 

     �Reiterate the end goal, which is to design a creative solution to a problem caused by climate 
change, and then communicate this idea in a short video (under 4 minutes). You can revisit 
the CIC Judging Rubric to help guide students.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1neMSWblARke8jdPp5XAfWgUREbolj8de/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103802061314800829118&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ojUofeStqaDN2A7Fv6keAebT9BxYeo6A762j0Bjevdk/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C8VtK5-Cey3gVBRWqepkoyJgSAb91ceT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CrNCGBF9YZtMx8EYgbBnNU3aVjLuIWRe/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C3eCcPHJdebXsh43r796MpV2D6zhQdHPpyel5kyTFs0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aXNRjlvdKlKsKlz_4u5-6gX1nkwJzBTH/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1neMSWblARke8jdPp5XAfWgUREbolj8de/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103802061314800829118&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KNZlTASHrQqSCZ5Mb1Ekfg1lIMz8e8SM/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105895441080168059938&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://youtu.be/QsIFnE3TLhU
https://youtu.be/Yp6KMZ3B_WI?si=U2iljOVPLYmQxYVh
https://youtu.be/wEx-2hJZjI0?si=H_uIdXavoUwOraoo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UtAhZb2vq3o&list=PLWveWbl8ITAzyXBjjdG_wqmY1jLyQ2A_w&index=13
https://youtu.be/EVta2tj0_F8?si=kUrmP8BBTZY2qpyK
https://youtu.be/EVta2tj0_F8?si=kUrmP8BBTZY2qpyK
https://youtu.be/0luy7vUftJ0?si=d4_G2VjTL0N6mkMq
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yxyC8tpKhWQIECN7KHAfFxd9zxQd_cu6/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105895441080168059938&rtpof=true&sd=true
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     �If desired, provide students with additional time to revise their scripts and pre-production 
documents now that they have a stronger understanding of the criteria they will be judged 
on. 

     �Optional: Take a Test Drive with Canva Pro (40 Minutes)
    �NOTE: We recommend Canva Pro because it is free for educators and students, however CIC accepts 

all videos in an MP4 format. If your students choose not to use Canva Pro to create their CIC projects, 
we offer alternatives in the orientation section. 

    �Using Canva Pro, consider showing these tutorial videos to get started:
     �Canva Video Editor - COMPLETE tutorial for Beginners (16:33)
     �Canva App Video Editing Tutorial (8:42)
     �How to Use Canva’s AI Video Generator to Create Engaging Content (4:34)

    �Try this activity to help students get acquainted with the software.  This activity can be modified 
to work with any presentation or editing software.  

     �Give students the one of the following prompts:
    �You have 40 minutes to make a 20-30 second video on Canva Pro that...

     �Describes your favorite season and explain how, if at all, climate change is affecting it.
     �Talks about a passion or hobby you have and shares how you first became 

interested in it.
     �Recommends a book and explains why you think others should read it.

     �The video must contain the following attributes
    �At least 3 relevant and engaging visuals 
    �Transitions between visuals
    �Recorded narration
    �Text on screen that emphasizes certain words or phrases
    �Music that might cause your audience to be influenced by the message you are trying 

to convey.  

     �Wrap-Up: Sharing & Canva Takeaways (5 minutes)
    �When 35 minutes are up, ask for student volunteers to share what they have made and the 

tools they chose to include for this activity.  

Note: CAVU staff are here to help you and your students with any questions about using Canva or other video 
editing tools. Contact your education coordinator or email cic@cavu.org to request virtual support, schedule a 
meeting, arrange a virtual classroom visit, or get help for individual students.

https://youtu.be/AlrC-XaKwew
https://youtu.be/25xACPeKu3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbaQLteITks
mailto:cic@cavu.org
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     �Hook: Video Editing Tips & Tricks (15 minutes)
    �Ask students: What tips and tricks should we remember when using Canva (or another video editing 

software)?
    �Make a list on a whiteboard or projector for students to reference during video production. Add 

or share additional considerations and tips from the lists below if applicable to your students in 
order to prepare them to work effectively on creating their videos.

     �Video Production Work Time (2-3 class periods)
    �Now, your students will take everything they’ve learned in this curriculum and put it into action. 

So far, they’ve studied regional climate impacts, creative and innovative strategies, and how to 
tell an effective and engaging story using film or video as means for communication. Now they 
are ready to produce their projects. 

○	
    �Considerations and Tips:

     �Interviews/Locations: Students should consider if they are going to record themselves 
or others, conduct an interview, etc and what locations they will need to film in if this is 
happening. They should add this information into their script.

    �If students plan on interviewing someone for their project, please have them inform the 
interviewee that these recordings will be included in a video project that may be put on 
the internet.

     �Recording Audio: Students may want to record their script as an audio track before 
designing the visuals for their video. Students can record an audio file separately and 
upload it to Canva, or record their script directly on Canva using these steps:

    �Click “Uploads” on the left hand menu of a new presentation or other type of 
projectbclick “Record yourself” b click “Record a talking head” to record an audio 
recording (the student’s image can be changed or hidden after the fact if desired) 

     �Taking Action: If students are taking action as part of their CIC project, they should 
consider what they want to share with their audience in their CIC video. Are they creating 
a prototype? Implementing a project in their community? Volunteering? What needs to 
happen before video production takes place?

     �Tracking Progress & Goal Setting: Build ownership and self-management skills by having 
students set goals and track their progress for each day of the video creation process. These 
can also be done as a class.

    �Additional Video Resources
     �The resources below offer additional guidance and suggestions that students can use while 

making their videos:
•	 How to add Royalty Free Music to your Project
•	 How to Use a Smartphone for Filming
•	 How to Use Additional Film Accessories

Day 2-4: Video Production!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ojUofeStqaDN2A7Fv6keAebT9BxYeo6A762j0Bjevdk/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13fmEUrOJlemS9ruqBk5Y6DSnHDHsrgJV
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13fmEUrOJlemS9ruqBk5Y6DSnHDHsrgJV
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     �Optional: CIC Judging Criteria Self/Peer Analysis (20 minutes)
    �At some point near the end of the time allotted for video production, ask students to assess 

their own video or the video of a peer using the purple section of the CIC Judging Criteria 
Analysis worksheet.

    �Students should use their takeaways from the exercise to improve their video.

     �Submission Instructions 
    �We have detailed instructions on the submission process here. Please start this process early, 

so as to ensure a smooth experience. 
    �We also have a video tutorial on how to submit to FilmFreeway.

     �Next Steps: Now that students have completed their CIC project, what’s next? This handout offers 
other contests or opportunities for students to engage in climate action. 

Note: CAVU staff are here to help you and your students with any questions about using Canva or the CIC video 
submission process. Contact your education coordinator or email cic@cavu.org to request virtual support, schedule 
a meeting, arrange a virtual classroom visit, or get help for individual students.

     �MS-ESS3-3: Earth and Human Activity Apply scientific principles to design a method for monitoring 
and minimizing a human impact on the environment.

     �CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 
topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

     �CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences.

     �CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

     �CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

     �CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish 
writing and to interact and collaborate with others.

     �CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such 
that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

     �CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.5 Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to 
express information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

     �CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

     �CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RST.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and 
technical texts.

Alignment to Standards

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1neMSWblARke8jdPp5XAfWgUREbolj8de/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103802061314800829118&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1neMSWblARke8jdPp5XAfWgUREbolj8de/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103802061314800829118&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C3eCcPHJdebXsh43r796MpV2D6zhQdHPpyel5kyTFs0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C3eCcPHJdebXsh43r796MpV2D6zhQdHPpyel5kyTFs0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18uwPh7r2KLtYpPzqzVURMMfwQG-Olj7Q/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aXNRjlvdKlKsKlz_4u5-6gX1nkwJzBTH/view?usp=sharing
mailto:cic@cavu.org
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ess3-3-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/1/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/3/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/4/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/6/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/SL/4/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/SL/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/SL/6/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RST/6-8/1/

